                      My Experience at Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL)

My experience at ORNL was overwhelming, yet motivating.  It was very overwhelming at first because I was introduced to so many new things, some of which I never heard of before.  My interest is towards programming languages and I am use to using DOS as my operating system.  At ORNL, I am learning about the technical side of things such as the hardware, TCP/IP, etc.  They also use a different operating called Linux, which I have only heard about but never used it before.  Getting use to Linux was a big challenge for me but with the great leadership of my mentor and his associates, I was able to conquer this challenge.  Having the opportunity to come to ORNL was a blessing.  I realized that you can never know too much and even though you may want to specialize in one aspect of your major, you still need to have a solid foundation of the major as a whole.

At first, my plan after graduate school was to take a few years off and see what was out there in the work industry.  My duration here made me realize that I do not know half as much as I thought I knew about my major and that I have a lot more to learn.  This experience gave me the motivation to continue onto graduate school right after I’m finished my Bachelor’s degree.  I was really fortunate to have had the opportunity to have such an experience and I would definitely like to thank the person who pushed me when I was having my doubts before and after my arrival, Dr. Michealangelo Salcedo.  Dr. Salcedo is my faculty mentor at my college and without him, I would of never learned of this great opportunity.  He was definitely my motivation. Even though I am not that fond of the city of Oak Ridge, I would definitely jump at the chance to return to further my knowledge and skills.  

